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REGIONAL MEMORANDUM
No. § 5 1 .. 2026

INTEGRATION OF WEST PHILIPPINE SEA TOPICS IN THE ARALING PANLIPUNAN
AND SOCIAL SCIENCES CURRICULUM

To: Schools Division Superintendents
All Others Concerned

1. The In line with the Department of Education’s mandate to promote nationalism,
strengthen learners’ understanding of Philippine sovereignty, and enhance critical
awareness of contemporary national issues. this Office through the Curriculum and
Learning management Division (CLMD) hereby directs the integration of topics related to
the West Philippine Sea (WPS) into the Araling Panlipunan and Social Sciences
curriculum across grades 4 to 12.

2. The integration aims to:
a. develop learners’ understanding of the geographical, historical, political,
and economic significance of the West Philippine Sea:
b. promote awareness of Philippine sovereignty and territorial integrity;

c. enhance critical thinking and informed citizenship among learners: and
d. align discussions with existing curriculum competencies and learning
standards.
3. The following key topics shall be contextualized and integrated:
a. Geographic location and features of the West Philippine Sea;
b. Historical background of territorial claims:
c. International laws and agreements (e.g., UNCLOS, arbitral ruling):
d. Economic and environmental importance (fisheries, marine biodiversity,
natural resources);
e. Contemporary issues and developments; and
f. Roles of government agepcies and citizens n protecting national
sovereignty.
4. Integration shall be done without adding separate subjects but by embedding the

topics in existing learning competencies in Araling Panlipunan Grades 4 to 10 and Social
Sciences Grades 11 to 12. particularly in: Geography and territorial studies: Philippine
history; Economics and resource management; and Contemporary issues and
governance.

5.  Terms of Reference (TOR): S

~ Key Actors | Roles and Responsibilities |
Curriculum e Lead the overall implementation and provide policy 1‘
Implementation guidance on the integration of WPS topics; 1
Division (CID) e Develop and disseminate contextualized learning |

resources and exemplars;
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e Conduct capacity-building activities for teachers and | I
school leaders;
* Provide technical assistance to Schools Division Offices
(SDOs); and
e Monitor and evaluate implementation and submit
__consolidated reports to the Regional Office.
School Heads * Ensure school-level implementation of the integration in
Araling Panlipunan and Social Sciences;
* Provide instructional leadership and support to teachers;
e Facilitate school-based training, LAC sessions, and

mentoring;
* Ensure availability and utilization of appropriate learning
resources;
e Monitor classroom implementation and submit reports to
L . theSDO.
' Teachers . Imcgrate WPS LOple into Dml\ Lesson Logs (DLLs) and

learning activities; ‘
o Utlize appropriate, accurate, and age-appropriate |
instructional materials; l
e Employ varied and interactive teaching strategies; !
e Assess learners’ understanding using appropriate tools; |
and I
e Participate in training, LAC sessions. and cnminuousi
professional development activities. |

6. All materials and discussions must uphold accuracy, neutrality, and sensitivity to
international relations, while emphasizing national interest and civic responsibility.

7. For more information, contact Octavio V. Cabasag, Chief ES, CLMD, DepEd
Regional Office No. 02 at CP# 09985385368 or email clmd.region2u deped.gov.ph.

8. Immediate dissemination of this Memorandum 1s desired.
‘DEPED REulONALmU""F"CE IU)Z BENJAMIN D. PARAGAS PhD, CESO 11
‘R =L £/ 6 yDirector IV/Regional Director
__L_J_q;r,d_&_—f—
DATE: ;
O CORDS SECTION _

Encl.: As stated

Reference: 1987 Philippine Constitution, Article 11& Article XII, Republic Act No. 10533,
DepEd Order No. 31. s. 2012, UNCLOS, 2016 Arbitral Award under Annex VII of
UNCLOS
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