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MEMORANDUM 
DM-CT-2024- ~~ 

TO REGIONAL DIRECTORS 
MINISTER OF THE BARMM MINISTRY OF BASIC, HIGHER, 
AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION 
~ A u EPED REGIONAl OFFICE <.~ 

GiNA{). a£;6NG ~T~:r~-t\'1SED 
1.. .. 1dersu r t tr fflr ( 'urnculum and Tcal'hin_g sv · _--11-Q,~.,;Ff~-----

FROM 

' ~1•~ neconos secnoN 
St.;B.JECT PARTICIPATION IN THE PHILIPPINE BOOK FESTIVAL 2024 

March 8 , 2024 

Tht NatHHlcll Book IJcvclopnwnt Board (NBDB) , an dltadwd ageJH \ of tlw 
0l'partmcnt <1l t•:dueatwn (DepEd). wtll conduct tlw Philippine Book Festival (PBF) 
2024 to gather pubhslwrs, creators, and readers nf books md contents at thl' World 
Tradt> Center l\1ctro M,ulJ!.t. Pascl\ l'1ty on April 25 to 28, 2024. 

In \ll'\\ of tlus, the DcpE<i. through the Bureau of Lcarnmg Resources (BLR), ts 
tn\ llmg teachf•rs r~nd non tC'achmg personrwl, kanH~rs. patents. and other DepEd 
stclkt'holdcrs to parta::tpctlc 111 tiH' swd t'\l'llt. 

Likewtse, tlw support .md engagement on the saul e\cnt of all Region and Schools 
Dl\ JSIOn t )fltc·e (SDO) <lrt' also requested through the foll(l\nng: 

1. The IS:-.Ucli1Lt' of a l~t'gton.t emor.tudum itnitmg. p1omotmg. and 
encoUJagmg tlw partictpation of all interested DcpEd petsonncl, as \\ell as 
other intt•rcsted stnkeholders i.e. learners c-md tht"ll pm<.:nts or guarciJans. to 
Jotn thts book experience ou the weekend schedules. 

2 \llo\\'U1!?. learning rc~oun t (LR) pubhc school personnel, hkc thnse Ill\ uhed m 
the 1dcnttficatwn nncl sdc·t twn of slOT) books. htg books, ;mel other htt'rarv 
,tnd suppkrncnrru v lec1rnmg re:><lllrces (SLRs) tor sc:hool l•br.lncs, to attend 
the hook fau acth nres on dates th.tt fall on ,1 Fridm and/or W<"ekend; and 

.L Allowmg Regtorhll or Schools Dt\ 1sion OlTi~ t: lc.u·tung resour<.c personnel to 
attend the book t,nr cH"tl\ tties on d.tt('S that fall on a Friday and/or Wt't kend 

Fk mg mnong the pnm.H"\' mtt•n·stt•d st,tkcholckrs 111 the book pubhslung mclustn 
the DcpEct and tts pt·rsonnd Will be treated wtlh t·xch.tsr\ c acti,,ties, < s refkc It'd nn 
tht: att~tdwd PBF Schedule ol t\ctl\·itrt•s For upd:l!f"d ~'' cnts, sesstnns, nnd 
\\orkshops. plea:-;e refer to the Fac~ook page Phthppmc Boo_k_F_c_·s_·t __ ,,_ .• _~_I. _________ ---.. 

\1,ud' 1'1 ~~~~~ 



PHILIPPINE BOOK FESTIVAL BRIEFER 

1. General information 

The Philippine Hook Fest1vol (PBF) is the most prorrunent traveling boo!< festival 1n the 

country carrying mostly F1hp1no content, a one-of-a-kind book far that melds 

educotton, entertainment. tourism, and shopp1ng for the entire family. lt"s not just a 

book f01r, tt"s a book experience• 

It o tms to celebrate literature, culture, and the arts m the Philippines; prov1de a 

platform for publishers, •.-.riters, and readers to come together and showcase their 

works, srore ideas and r>ngoge 1n d scussions and oct1vities related to literature and 

the arts, promote literacy and reod1ng; encourage the development of the Ph1hpp1ne 

publishtng mdustry, and showcase the nchness and diversity of Phillpp1ne I terature 

and culture 

It hopes to prov1de the stakeholders of Republic Act 8047 a ·horne· to know, support, 

and understand the book pubtishmg industry and the NODB 

The PBF was O'lgtnally conceptuohzml to prov1de t11e Deportment of Educot1on (DepEd) 

w1th an opportumty to scope and evaluate materials lor the procuremef"lt of leorn1ng 

resources for public school hbranes and library hubs. Through the Not1onol Book 

Development Boord's (NBDB) partnership with the DepEd's Aureou of Learning 
Resources and w1th the support of DcpEd ofttctals Undersecretary Gino 0 . Ganong, 

Assistant Secretary Alma Ruby Tono, Dtrector Am Delson Acoy Cowilan, and Dtrector 

Edward J menez; on est1moted PHP 28 will be spent for the procurement of s01d 

materials in 2024 



Unfortunately, there is no tool available to measure feedback from the public except 

tor social media engageme!1t during the fair. Below is the engagement rote during PBF 
Manila held from June 2 to 4, 2023. 
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Mcanwhtle, below IS the engagement rate during PBF Davao hold from August 18 to 20, 
2023. 
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There is also no available mformation on the PBF feedback from other government 

agenc1es. However, tt1e PBF was tnstrumental in tho passing of DopEd Orders and 
, s 2023, which outlined the procedures for the "Provision of Supplementary Learning 

Resources (SLRs} for Public School Libraries and library Hubs" and the "Procurement 

and Quality Assurance of Textoool:s ( rxs) and Teachers Manuals (TMs) • These 

initiatives address the urgent need to enhance literacy rates and eliminate delays 

caused by subpar learning materials 



Ill. PBF2024 

For the PBF's second year, the NBDB and its partners invite everyone to ·dive in" to the 

sea of knowledge, Imagination, and stories, and discover the wonders of Philipp1ne 

literature, culture. and content. 

Just like its preceding year, the fair will bring back its tour realms: Kid Lit (a land just for 
kids), Komlks (P1noy komiks), Boolctopla (fiction and non-fiction titles), and Aral Aklat 
(educat•ona textbook and matenals) 

1 his year's PBF Will be extended tor an additional day to cater to institutional buyers 

such as the DepEd, private schools, libraries, and cross-media buyers. The event will 

continue to support the DepEd and private publishers in procuring supplementary 

learning moterials for public libraries and the National Reading Program wh1le 

remainmg open to the general public for retail purchases and other activities. 

Add1t1onally. there will be additional sessions on reading book leveling and read1ng 

remediatton to aid in learning recovery and translation processes of literary works 

The programming tor the four-day event whtch tncludes the list of VIPs and featured 

authors, exhibitions, events, and other attractions, is yet to be finalized. 

The factors that will be considered for the fair to be o success will be the number of 

visitors, business matchings produced, exhibitors, and total sales, among others 



IV . About the NBDB 

The National Book Development Board (NBDB) is responsible for promoting a culture of 

reading and developing the publishing industry in the Philipptnes. The agency works 

with venous stakeholders in the publishing value chain, including content creators, 

publishet s, government ogenctes, and consumers. 

As the leading catalyst for buildmg a culture of reading and outharshtp, the NBDB aims 

to create an environment that tasters the growth of the book publishing industry and 

ensures an adequate and accesstble supply of quality books, not just tor the local 

market, but worldwide To achteve its goals, the NBDB collaborates wtth both local and 

international organizations to promote the publication, sales of nghts, distribution. and 

translation of l1igh -quality works of Filip1no creatives. 

While the NBDB has made stgnificant progress in delivenng its mandate, the agency 

has encountered a few roadblocks along the way, which the PBF aims to address by: 

Concern Solution 

Multiple processes The PBF was able to consolidate multiple processes in the 

in the government book procurement process by bringing DepEd, 

government's the largest buyer of educational resources, and the Philippine 

procurement of publishing industry together in one venue. Instead of 

educational contacting multiple publishing enterprises separately, the PBF 

materials provided a viable commercial outlet. 

Children barely Through the PBF's Kid lit realm, families and children can 

read discover new titles that not only spark their curiosity but also 

bring them closer together through the JOY of reading. 

Lock of access to Children may turn to other activities instead of reading due to 

Ptnoy books the lock of books available in their vernacular. To address this 

issue, the PBF offers a platform where industry creatives from 

all over the country can market and sell their books, thus 

making them mare widely accessible to visitors. 

Lack of fun, The PBF offers a staggering lineup of events, such as 

family-friendly meet-and-greets, book signings, live performances by actors 

edutainment and storytellers, talks and workshops, and discussions and 

activities debates. 



• 

The PBF also provides industry creatives with a venue to build networks and potentially 

unlock business opportunities. 

Other significant activities of the NBDB include the following· 

What We Do 

• Grants 

• Manuscnpt Development, Publishing and Production, Translatton, 
Conferences, Workshops, and Prizes for Writing and Illustration Contests. 

• Professional Development 

• World-class professional training programs for the publishing industry in 
the Philippines through the Book Institute of the Philipptnes 

• Trade Promotion 

• 

• 

• Business opportunities in the domestic and international markets 
through wholesale, retail, and rtghts promotion 

Research & Policy 

• Design research initiatives that produce knowledge products in aid of 
book tndustry development 

Incentives & Subsidies 

• Subsidized Sales, Fiscal Incentives, Income Tax Holidays, and 

'vlanufacturing Support 

• Readershrp 

• Encourage the production, distribution, and consumption of Filipino 

books 

Ongoing projects 
• The Book Institute of the Philippines 

• The first professional educational center for creators and publishers. 

Learn copy editing, marketing, sales, and the art of publishing! 

• Awards 
• Honoring the best books written and published in the Philippines. 

• The Book Nook 
Reading centers in tndtgenous and remote areas 1n the archipelago filled 

with Filipino-authored books. 

Local Fairs 

• PBF in the Regions 
• Funding vanous regional book festivals around the country. 

• Manila International Book Fair 
• supporting the longest-running and largest book fair in the Philippines 

International Fairs 
• Angouleme International Comics Festival 



• This fo1r connects comics and graphic novel professionals worldwide. 
• London Book Fair 

• This fair caters to the English-speaking and European markets for rights 
and distribution 

• Bologna Children s Book Fair 

• As one of the biggest events in the children's publishing Industry, this fair 
is o copyright exchange hub for children s content. 

• Asian Festival of Children's Content 

• This festival promotes the creation and development of children's books 
not just in S1ngapore, but around the world. 

• Frankfurt Book Fair 

• Held every October, this fair caters to the European Market for rights 
sales 

• Sharjah Book Fair 

• Held every November, this fair caters to the Middle East and diasporic 
markets for retail and distribution. 

• Fll Guadalajara Book Fair 

This fair caters to Spanish- language markets for negotiations and 

agreements. 

Guest of Honour (GoH) Programme 

• The Phtlipptnes is a Guest of Honour (GoH) at the 77th Frankfurter Buchmesse or 
Frankfurt Book Fair 1n 2025 

• As a major milestone for Filipino creatives, the event will showcase diverse 

Philipptne titles to an mternattonal audience, opening up opportunities for 
promotion, rights sales, translation, and local content distribution. 

• This initiative, which started more than eight years ago, 1s a collaborative 

undertaking of the Republic of the Philippines and the Office of Senate 

President Pro Tempore Loren Legarda. the National Commission for Culture and 

the Arts (NCCA), the Deportment of Fore1gn Affairs (DFA) and the National Book 

Development Board (NBDB) 

# 



OOED-L -2024-65.4 

29 February 2024 

UNDERSECRETARY GINA 0. GONONG 

Undersecretary 

Departmf!nt of Education 

Meralco Ave., Pasig City 

Dear Undersecretary Gonong, 

Greetings from the Natrona! Book Development Board' 

The year 2024 ushers in another year for more collaborations between the Department of 

Education (DepEd) and the NotiOnal Book Development Boord (NDBD) to improve the 
quality of books produced as well as upgrade the procurement process. 

Upmost among the projects we worked on together last year was the Philippine Book 
Festival (PBF), which served as a vigorous platform 1n aid of DepEd DO 24, series 2023. The 

PBF provides spaces where regional and district offices of DepEd can purchase books. As 

a result, DepFd can download funds to the regions, and procurement for library resources 

and the Natrona! Reading Program (NRP) con be materialized. 

The initial offerings of the Philippine Book Festival in 2023 hove been proven to be effective 

for the scoping actiVities of the DepEd Technical Working Group (TWG) members and 

procurement officers. The DepEd can continue these successful collaborations with the 

NBDB 

This year's Phrllppine Book Festival will be held on 25-28 April 2024 at the World Trade 

center (WTC), Pasay City. In relotron to this, we would like to ask your good off1ce to: 

lssoe.;o .~lJ1emosanpum :requiring School Division Offices to attend the PBF at ,..,,._._"',. ~ 

the WTC .. 
2. Issue a DepEd Office Order to direct School Division Offices to send Learning 

Resources Managers, teachers. and Procurement OHicers on the first and second 

days of the festival. 



3 Issuing a DepEd Offtce Order to direct learning Resources Managers and teachers 

to ~~tend~e_s,;i~ns-.:~n- the Evaluation at Learning Resources and other 
reaotng -'related ac ttvtttesdunng and before the PBF. 

Just like lost year, the NBDB will mobilize the creators, publishers, and readers, but we can 

only succeed with your help. We would like on opportunity to discuss programming and 

assistance requests with your Office, the Bureau ot learning Resources and the Bureau of 

Curnculum Development on 7 March at 2:00 PM. 

Our dedicated team will be in regular communication with your esteemed office to ensure 

a seamless coordination of details and to confirm your attendance. For any inquiries or 

additional information. please feel tree to contact Maria Carolina A. Tapta at 

+639277280931 or via email at mctopja@books.gov.ph. 

Thank you very much. 

CHARISS~(bUINO-TUGADE 

Executtve ¥ector 



tt:OO AM • 1:00 PM 

t:OO PM ·l:OO PM 

3:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

!1:00PM · 7:00PM 

StlORl ~'!'ORY WIUINf Wti!IKSHftP 

StRtP'fWRillliG WORKSHOP 
RlfKV tEf. 

POHRt WCRKSHOP I~ ENGliSH 

BAlSAliN WORKSHOP 

11:00 AM · ~00 PM BOOKLATIIN SA BA~AN 

1:00PM· 3:00 ?M SHORI S'TORY WRITINv WORKSHOP 

3:00 PM • 5:00 PM ZIN£ MAKINC WORKSHOP 

5:00 PM • 6:00 PM I'OHRY WORKSHOP IN ENGliSH 



n:OO AM • 1:00 PM 

t:OO PM-3:00PM 

3:00PM -1:00PM 

15:00 PM · 7:00PM 

KOMIK~ WORI\SHUP 

BAYilAVI!j WORKSHOP 

liN~ MAKI~G WORK~t'OP 

P()[lRY WORKSHOP!~ fUPI~fJ 

1.00 ,.,. - 3:00 I'M 

J.-oo PM • 6 00 PM 

~tOO* · 7001'M 
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